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that give it but a little time, and a new and higher conception
of God must inevitably draw after it a new and higher morality,
as, on the other hand, a new and higher conception of morality
must inevitably act and re-act on the conception of God, until
it has moulded it into conformity with itself. But we went
farther, and showed that in whatever way a religion may take
its rise, it cannot be said to be fully equipped for entering on
its conquering career, until it has formed for itself a fixed and
definite conception of the nature of God. As an instance of
this we saw that before the Unity of God could be sufficiently
firmly established for there to be no clanger of its being eaten
away by the surrounding Paganism, before it could be so firmly
held that on it as on an axiom of thought new and higher
conceptions of the nature of God could afterwards be built,
the Jewish Eeligion had for four hundred years to stoop
from the sublime conceptions of God and Morality of the
Prophets, to the ceremonial puerilities and absurdities of the
Scribes and Pharisees. Now the conception of God that
corresponded to these puerilities and absurdities was that of
a stern and inflexible Censor and Judge, of such majesty,
aloofness, ~ and purity, that offences against his dignity or
honour could only be atoned for by appropriate acts of
purification and propitiation. It is true he was believed to
love his own people, but this love was so bound down by the
multiplied restrictions, exactions, and ceremonial rites with
which the Scribes had surrounded it, that instead of turning
towards the sinner on the slightest show of contrition or
repentance, as was the case with the God of the Prophets and
Psalms, He presented the fixed and stony gaze of the exacting
Tyrant and Judge, who yields nothing of grace but all in
consideration of compensation given; and His love was of that
cast-iron quality that for the goodness and mercy it dispensed,
an exact legal equivalent in the shape of sacrifices, fasts,
devotions, etc., had to be supplied it. Now it was this
Pharisaic conception of God that enveloped the youth and